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(b) NBAC may conduct inquiries, hold
hearings, and establish subcommittees, as
necessary. The Assistant to the President for
Science and Technology and the Secretary
of Health and Human Services shall be noti-
fied upon establishment of each subcommit-
tee, and shall be provided information on the
name, membership (including chair), func-
tion, estimated duration, and estimated fre-
quency of meetings of the subcommittee.

(c) NBAC is authorized to conduct analy-
ses and develop reports or other materials.
In order to augment the expertise present
on NBAC, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services may contract for the serv-
ices of nongovernmental consultants who
may conduct analyses, prepare reports and
background papers, or prepare other mate-
rials for consideration by NBAC, as appro-
priate.

(d) Members of NBAC shall be com-
pensated in accordance with Federal law.
Members of NBAC may be allowed travel
expenses, including per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence, to the extent permitted by law for
persons serving intermittently in the govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

(e) To the extent permitted by law, and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices shall provide NBAC with such funds as
may be necessary for the performance of its
functions. The Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall provide management
and support services to NBAC.

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) Notwith-
standing the provisions of any other Execu-
tive order, the functions of the President
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act
that are applicable to NBAC, except that of
reporting annually to the Congress, shall be
performed by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in accordance with the
guidelines and procedures established by the
Administrator of General Services.

(b) NBAC shall terminate two years from
the date of this order unless extended prior
to that date.

(c) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and it is not intended to create any
right, benefit, trust, or responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or

equity by a party against the United States,
it agencies, its officers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 3, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:11 p.m., October 3, 1995]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 5.

Statement on Signing the Military
Construction Appropriations Act,
1996
October 3, 1995

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1817,
the ‘‘Military Construction Appropriations
Act, FY 1996,’’ which provides funding for
military construction and family housing pro-
grams of the Department of Defense.

I am pleased that the Act provides my full
request for the vast majority of military con-
struction projects, the military family housing
program, other quality of life facilities for our
military personnel and their families, and the
Defense Department base closure and re-
alignment program. Especially noteworthy,
the bill funds my request for the Defense
Department Family Housing Improvement
Fund, which will give the Department a new
vehicle for acquiring and improving military
housing and supporting facilities more quick-
ly and at lower cost than with conventional
funding and acquisition methods.

Although I am disappointed that the Act
provides more funding than requested, most
of the unrequested appropriations are for le-
gitimate defense requirements. Funding was
provided in FY 1996 rather than in future
years.

I am concerned, however, that Congress
has chosen to spend $70 million on unneeded
projects. The Defense Department has not
identified these projects as priorities, and
they will not help improve the quality of life
for our service members. These projects are
clear examples of why the President needs
line-item veto authority. The taxpayers de-
serve protection from this kind of wasteful
spending, and if I had the line-item veto, I
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would use it to strike this $70 million. Unfor-
tunately, Congress still has not completed ac-
tion on legislation to provide the President
with line-item veto authority. The American
people have waited long enough. I strongly
urge the Congress to complete action on line-
item veto legislation now so I can eliminate
wasteful spending this year.

The American people sent us here to
change the way Washington does business.
Passing the line-item veto would be a good
place for this Congress to start.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 3, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 1817, approved October 3, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–32.

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
Approval the Legislative Branch
Appropriations Bill, FY 1996
October 3, 1995

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning today without my approval

H.R. 1854, the ‘‘Legislative Branch Appro-
priations Bill, FY 1996.’’

H.R. 1854 is, in fact, a disciplined bill, one
that I would sign under different cir-
cumstances. But, at this point, Congress has
completed action on only two of the 13 FY
1996 appropriations bills: this one and H.R.
1817, the Military Construction appropria-
tions bill. Thus, the vast majority of Federal
activities lack final FY 1996 funding and are
operating under a short-term continuing res-
olution.

I appreciate the willingness of Congress
to work with my Administration to produce
an acceptable short-term continuing resolu-
tion before completing action on the regular,
full-year appropriations bills for FY 1996. I
believe, however, that it would be inappro-
priate to provide full-year regular funding for
Congress and its offices while funding for
most other activities of Government remains
incomplete, unresolved, and uncertain.

As I said two months ago, I don’t think
Congress should take care of its own business
before it takes care of the people’s business.

I stated that if the congressional leadership
were to follow through on its plan to send
me its own funding bill before finishing work
on the rest of the budget, I would veto it.
I am now following through on that commit-
ment.

I urge the Congress to move forward
promptly on completing the FY 1996 appro-
priations bills in a form that I can accept.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 3, 1995.

Remarks Welcoming Pope John Paul
II in Newark, New Jersey
October 4, 1995

Archbishop McCarrick, Archbishop
Cacciavillan, Cardinal Keeler, Father
Theroux, the members of the Cabinet, the
Members of the Congress, Governor Whit-
man, Mayor James, honored guests: Your
Holiness, it is a great pleasure and an honor
to welcome you back to the United States.

You seemed to bring us the rain, but we
need the rain, and we thank you for that.
Your return has been greatly anticipated by
the American people, and as you have gath-
ered from the welcome of the children and
the not-so-young, all Americans are very,
very happy to see you.

This is our third opportunity to visit. I look
forward to our discussion, and I am grateful
that your voice—for peace and hope and for
the values that support every family and the
family of humanity.

On this, your fourth visit to our Nation,
you will see an America striving to build on
our ideals of peace and charity, justice, and
tolerance. When you visit the United Nations
and you speak to the General Assembly you
will be retracing the steps of Pope Paul VI
in his visit to the United States which began
30 years ago this day. He became the first
Pontiff to visit our beloved country when he
spoke to the United Nations in the name of
peace.

The Catholic faithful here in America have
always taken an active role in making our
country better. The Catholic Church helps
the poor, the children, the elderly, the af-
flicted, and our families. You will see their
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